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To show that we honour him, we should see that our message
reaches every corner in the city. In honour of Mr. Horniman,
every community should stop work on Sunday of its own free will.
No pressure should be put upon anyone. I am afraid, all the time,
that some people, in the blindness of their love, will use coercion.
If they do, they will have done no honour to Mr. Horniman. The
right thing would be that cabmen themselves refuse, of their own
free will, to put the cabs on the roads. Even the poorest shop-
keeper should forgo his earnings on that day and keep his shop
closed. We must not stop the trams or force any passengers to
come out.
What I would say is that on Sunday we stop work ourselves
and tell others that they should do the same spontaneously. Yes,
we may explain things to those who may not have heard Mr.
Horniman* s name, and tell them : "Friend, have you heard of
Horniman ? He kept alive the spirit of patriotism in the people
of Bombay and India and was a sincere friend of the country,
He has been deported by the Government and his paper suspended,
for putting it under censorship is as good as suspending it. More-
over, his security of Rs, 2,000/- has also been forfeited* If you
respect a man such as he was, you should voluntarily stop your
work today." If these words have no effect on the man, we need
not force him to suspend work, for we shall gain nothing if he
does so out of fear*
Another thing we should do is to observe a fast on that day. About
this, I intend to issue a leaflet tomorrow. Go through it carefully,
and also explain it to those who do not understand it. I do not
want to spend time over it just now. I also advise you to read
the other leaflets I have recently issued. If we spend the whole
day in devotions, anger cannot enter into us. I have suggested to
the Hindus that they should read and reflect over the holy Gita
on that day. Those who cannot follow it should take others' help
to understand it. People can gain much from a simple book like
the Gita. Quite a few persons have given their interpretations of
the Gita, all different from one another. I have also read it and
pondered over it, and have discovered a truth in it. I want to
place it before you some day. Those who are keen enough on
reading it will certainly do so. If they cannot do so themselves, they
will have a learned Brahmin to read it to them. If there are any
who say that they cannot understand it themselves, and that they
are too poor to secure the services of a learned man, others who
are in a position to help them should do so, invite them to their
homes^and offer to read the Gita with them. When such a sense of